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with right and honour," runs one of their quaint
formulae. " Should strife arise between the cities,
which God forbid, they shall settle their dispute
according to the counsels of the neighbouring towns."
There was also no fixed time for these diets ; they
were assembled according to urgency or press of
business, but usually they were annual, and met about
Whitsuntide,as that feast falls in the fine weather, when
travelling was easier for the delegates of the northern
towns. At the close of each diet, the deputies present
decided on the time and place of the next meeting,
and Liibeck and other leading cities were charged with
the care of making known to the cities unrepresented
the decisions arrived at by the assembly. But default
to send a deputy to the diet was not lightly over-
looked. Some excuse had to be given, and the
validity of the excuse was sharply criticized. Some-
times a town might be busy resisting its temporal or
ecclesiastical lords, an internal revolution might have
occupied all its energies, the roads might be unsafe,
or it might have been visited by some public calamity
like the Black Death. If the diet thought that these
pleas were merely subterfuges to save the expense of
sending a delegate, or to avoid explaining some in-
fraction of the rules of the League of which the city
in question was guilty, a heavy money fine was im-
posed, and in case of absence three times repeated it
might even find itself "unhansed," deprived of all the
pecuniary privileges belonging to members of this
powerful association. By such rigid measures did the
League hold its members together. Nor was this all.
A deputy who did not arrive in time for the opening